


Matt. 22

 An opening benediction.
 A cup of wine was circulated and all drank from it.
The master of the feast took a basin of water to each person, who, by
rinsing his hands in it, ceremonially cleansed himself. (This was additional
to, and subsequent to, the regular ritual washing before a meal.)
The feast master handed a bundle of bitter herbs to all, who ate these as
a reminder of their past bondage in Egypt and their present bondage to
sin.
The Passover lamb and other victuals of the feast were laid on the table.
A second benediction was given and more bitter herbs were eaten.
The wine cup was circulated for the second time.
The questions prescribed by Moses (Exod 12:26) were asked.
The first half of the ‘Songs of Hallel’ was sung (Psalms 113–114; the
‘hallel’ consists of a series of joyous praise psalms).

Information on the order of the traditional ritual for the observance of
Passover will help us understand the narrative. This ritual was:

 The feast master prepared sops (by wrapping herbs and lamb in
unleavened bread), dipped them in sauce and gave them to each
participant.
 Everyone then ate.
Hands were washed for the third time.
 The wine cup was circulated for the third time.
 The concluding benedictory prayer was said.
The second half of the Hallel was sung (Psalms 115–118 plus portions
from Isaiah).
The feast was concluded by circulating the wine cup for the fourth time
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The strict order of the gospel record follows the same sequence as the
traditional ritual for the observance of the Passover as outlined above. The

chronological order of events reported in the Gospels is:
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     The table would have been low with couches or
cushions round it; the diners would recline on these with
their left elbow on the table or couch, their right hand free
for eating, and their feet stretched out behind them (see
how convenient it was for Jesus to wash their feet). Two-
thirds of the table was customarily covered with a
tablecloth, and the uncovered portion used as a servery.
The couches were arranged so that the celebrants were
placed around the covered portion of the table in an
elongated “U.” ...

...     From the gospel record we can reconstruct some of the reclining
arrangement, as depicted in the diagram below. John to the left of
Jesus (‘in Jesus’ bosom’) had to lean back to talk to Him; Peter was
across the table (hence the last to have his feet washed and able to
beckon to John secretly across the table); Judas was to the right of
Jesus (the position of honor, for this choice position allowed the guest
to be constantly looking at the master of the feast as well as being
closest to him) and thus was the first to receive the sop (10 above)
when Jesus distributed it.
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14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the
apostles with him. 15 And he said to them, “I have
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer. 
(Lk. 22:14-15 ESV)



Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew
that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. (Jn. 13:1 ESV)

     Jesus’ opening words tell us He had been longing for this event
with deep passion, and John 13:1 explains that this was because He
loved His disciples absolutely, as well as His own (which probably
includes true believers throughout the Church Age). Probably the
clearest illustration to explain our Lord’s passionate longing for this
moment is the biblical metaphor to the Church as His bride. In His
divine omniscience He knew that Israel’s sin nature would inexorably
lead to this moment when He would need to establish a spiritual
nation, the Church—His bride, to take its place...

 ...So with passionate longing He anticipated her birth which was
about to take place that night. His pure love craves a bride whom He
can love and who will reciprocate His love; with the deepest passion
He had longed for this moment. With the Church born, He and she
could be about His Father’s business in joyful and satisfying
partnership—the business of extending and enhancing God’s
Kingdom on earth by glorifying God. Luke 22:15 indicates that Jesus
harbored a deep longing to inaugurate the Church; His reason was
doubtless so that it could set about its work of glorifying the Father.
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Jesus on the Table
the sacrifical victim who nourishes us with new life

Jesus at the Table
the hospitable host who welcomes all to the table

Jesus serving the Table
the master who waits on tables
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Contemplative Exercise: Love Limits


