
Embrace.
It’s a noun. It’s a verb. It’s something done to us. It’s something done by us. It’s the
experience we most long to be given. It’s the expression we most long to give.

Embrace.
It’s the heart of our faith.

Jesus envisioned God in this way: "Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his
son, embraced him, and kissed him." (Lk 15:20 NLT). Paul reaches for a similar
image when picturing the cross: "He united Jews and Gentiles into one people
when, in his own body on the cross, he … reconciled both groups to God by means
of his death on the cross.” (Eph. 2:14-16 NLT) Athanasius, an early church writer,
commented similarly: “Therefore it was fitting for the Lord to stretch out his hands,
that with the one he might draw the ancient people and with the other those from
the Gentiles, and join both together in himself.” Jesus stretched out his arms on the
cross, wide enough to encompass all in the costliest of embraces.

Embrace.
It’s what we celebrate this Sunday as we install three new shepherds at Stamford.
Art, Julie and Debbie join Guy, Scott and John in mirroring the shepherding work of
God who "will carry the lambs in his arms, holding them close to his heart.” (Is.
40:11 NLT)

Embrace.
It’s what we hope you feel each week as you open this new weekly publication. We
love you. We believe in you. We are laboring for you. We want the very best for you.

And it’s what we hope you’ll do each week after opening this document. We invite
you to keep learning to live this life of love. We urge you to look around your home,
neighborhood, workplace or school, online or onsite, and see who needs your care
and compassion.

This long pandemic has frustrated our ability to embrace. But, as we move now into
2021, we invite you to open your arms and hearts, in any way possible, and to
enfold in love, all whom you can.
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Upcoming

Installation Sunday - 03/21/21
This Sunday will be an in-person INSTALLATION SUNDAY. We’ll be  installing Chris
Altrock as our Senior Minister to serve alongside Eddie, Dale, Sandy and Debbie.
We'll also install Julie Georges, Art DiCesare, and Debbie Pauls as new elders to
serve alongside Guy, Scott, and John. Join us onsite or online at 11 AM.

Online  - Join us on Zoom
 

Adult Bible Class
9:50 - 10:50 AM EST
"The Risk of Losing Friends
(Thursday of Holy Week)"

SUNDAYSSUNDAYS

WORSHIP & CLASSES

"The Labor of God"  (Jn 16:21-22)

Worship 
11 AM - Noon EST

Secret Leprechaun Reveal - 03/17/21
Secret Leprechauns for kids and teens have been assigned their missions and should  
be ready for the Reveal Party by Zoom at 5:30 PM. Email Kelly at
kelly.edwards@yale.edu if you have any questions, or if your child has a conflict
with the date/time of the reveal party.  

Readings in Current Affairs - 03/25/21
The theme for our next (and last) Readings in Current Affairs  (7 PM) is HOPEFUL
HISTORY. The reading is Rutger Bregman’s Humankind: A Hopeful History. Bregman is
a Dutch wunderkind and previously had the bestseller Utopia for Realists to his
credit. His Humankind was Dale's top reading experience in 2020: "Just when in the
midst of pandemic I most needed it, I found this 'hopeful history' which persuasively
challenges why we too often have darkened understandings of human nature and
the human condition." For more information, contact Dale at DalePauls@att.net. 

Eggstra Special Easter Egg Hunt - 04/03/21
We are looking for helpers to take the Annual Easter Egg Hunt directly to families'
back yards. If interested, email kelly.edwards@yale.edu (or 203-848-9507). Helpers
will provide all the store-bought goodies for their assigned family. Helpers will
coordinate with the family a time when they can hide their goodies in the back yard
of the family. (Some families may prefer that baskets simply be delivered so they can
do their own hiding. The coordinator will need to talk to the family to find out how
they prefer to participate). Helpers will learn of any allergies the children may have
and plan their goodies accordingly. Some helpers may be assigned to the church
grounds on April 3, where we will host those families that do not have their own
yards. We will try to assign helpers to families nearby, but we do have some families
that may require more significant travel time. Our aim is the have the Easter Egg
hunts on Saturday, April 3, but helpers will work around the family's needs. For
example, they may be held a week earlier.

Good Friday/ Easter Services - 04/02, 04/21
While our traditional plans for Good Friday and Easter Sunday are changed due to
COVID, we are nonetheless planning meaningful moments for both days which can be
enjoyed onsite and online. Mark your calendars and watch this space for more
details.

https://www.facebook.com/StamfordChurchofChrist
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5066786098?pwd=Sk85NVJoa2JmamYrZ2UrQ2RGVDZ3QT09
mailto:kelly.edwards@yale.edu
mailto:DalePauls@att.net
http://yale.edu/


News

Shepherding: Our elders are doing their best to make and keep contact with
everyone in some way; please let them know as you learn of specific needs. Should
you feel need for face-to-face connection, that too can be arranged with all due
precautions taken; just contact one of the ministers or elders. Currently, it’s our
leadership’s rhythm to video-chat on Monday mornings. You can email any leader
here: https://www.stamfordchurch.com/about-us

Giving: Giving through the first two months of the year is below budgeted needs. It
tends to do that in first quarters of the year. Please keep this in mind and do what
you can. You can donate directly through the church website:
https://www.stamfordchurch.com/donate 

Adult Bible Study
7:00 - 8:00 PM EST

Online - Join us on Zoom

WEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYS

Tutoring: Parents and educators, keep in mind Garrett Cheng and his
associates at www.TrumbullTutors.org. 

Youth Bible Study
9:50 - 10:50 AM EST
Onsite @ 1264 High Ridge Road,
Stamford CT 06903
Online @ email
kaj312rocks@gmail.com for link

"The Sin of Avarice"

Vaccinations: If you qualify for the COVID vaccine and you desire to get it and need
help signing up for or getting to a vaccination, please let one of our ministers or
elders know.

Onsite: Sunday's 11 AM EST worship is available for onsite participation. A growing
number, following safety-based protocol, gather in the sanctuary for worship.  Social
distancing, temperature checks, and masks are all practiced. There is no
congregational singing and communion elements are individually wrapped. A few
are also using spaces/ classrooms during the 9:50 AM class time to participate in the
online class (youth have onsite and online class). Staff and elders are in ongoing
discernment about additional steps for further onsite opportunities. As Stamford
continues to open, we remain committed to your safety and to robust and
transformative experiences both in person and online.

Be well. Stay safe. Persevere. The key to safety is, “If you have to ask, mask.”
Vaccinations are picking up speed. Some already have their second shots.
Hold on. Believe. Hope. Love.  
 
Here’s to us all … LEARNING TO LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE!
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Pastoral/ Prayer Updates 

"He will carry the lambs in his arms, 

holding them close to his heart.”
ISAIAH 40:11 NLT

Joan Pinkerton, cleared of pneumonia, and being off steroids regaining some strength; also has new hearing aids and
lost a toe nail last week.
Norma Collins, at Cassena Care (Cassena Care of Stamford, 53 Courtland Ave., Stamford, CT 06902) feeling the heavy
weight of her long isolation.
Zoe Johnson, briefly hospitalized again last week with stomach pains but home again feeling better.
Aaron Andrews, now with a date for his next procedure on his knee (details to follow).
Frank Bova’s mother, now recovering at Edgehill after she suffered broken ribs in a fall.
Debra Hall, with another test revealing less damage to her liver than previously thought.
Patti Cahill’s son, Brian, with more nasal surgery scheduled for March 23rd, and her brother, Michael, scheduled for
open-heart surgery at Stamford Hospital, March 29th.
Laconia as a chaplain at Stamford Hospital.
Aye Omoyuri, as a nurse practitioner at Stamford Hospital.
Rodeline Bocicaut, Jeff Keating, Jordan Altrock and Kayla Ford on medical front-lines.
Cheryl Price, Jane Richardson’s sister, a stroke patient with advanced heart disease and diabetes, experiencing strict
isolation in a nursing care facility near her home in Paxton, IL, but making some modest improvements, including getting
back to a diet of liquids and some soft foods.
Christina Samaha’s uncle, undergoing chemo for recurrence of bone cancer, but feeling well.
Maurie’s cousin, Alyssa, whose baby daughter, Chloe, after 97 days in the NICU has finally been able to go home.
Gerry Fraioli, still in an ongoing difficult struggle with MDS (myelodysplastic syndrome), a rare cancerous disorder in
which bone marrow fails to make enough healthy red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets.
AND of course the last of our current trio of child-bearers, Christina Samaha, due May 21st. 

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS:  
First on the Covid front: George Murray, Sandy Hogan’s stepdad, out of the hospital and into rehab.
Samuel Johnson, Tyler’s brother, home again after months of hospitalization; with ongoing medical attention at home,
and with the family of course still grieving the loss of his (and Tyler’s) mother. 

IN SYMPATHY: With heavy hearts we mourn with our sister Tanya Merritt and her whole family. Her 19-year-old great-
granddaughter Kendall Smith was transferred late last week to Yale New Haven Hospital unable to breathe on her own.
Sadly, she passed away last Saturday evening, likely from complications from cystic fibrosis.

Updates regarding Stamford Church members and their families. Please email updates to DalePauls@att.net

Let’s continue to pray to God for relief from this Covid-19 scourge – that the death angel passes on from the earth quickly
and that vaccine distribution progresses smoothly, that in the meantime first responders, healthcare providers, and front-
line workers be especially valued and protected, and that this current ordeal might lead to spiritual renewal and revival
everywhere. 

http://att.net/

